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COMPLETE SPECIFICATION 
Filing and like Cabinets 



We, Rtjbeuy O'sven & Co. LmrrED, a 
British Company and Jjbotsakd 
AuGusrcTs Lainson Brown, a British 
Subject, both ot the Company's address, 
. 5 Victoria Works, Booth Street, Dajlaston, 
South Staffordshire, do hereby declare 
the nature of this invention and in what 
manner the same is to be performed, to be 
particularly described and ascertained in 
10 and by the following statemeat: — 

This invention relates to a filing or like 
uubinet of the progressive-opening: type 
—i.e., one in which a drawer is fast on 
opposite sides with substantially horizon- 
Id tal sli<les each supported by rollers of an 
intermediate slide which is turn is sup- 
ported by some of the rollers from a hori- 
zontal ^uide fixed to the adjacent wall of 
the cabinet, such that when the drawer is 
20 being: pulled out the intermediate slide 
moves simultaneously at approximately 
half the drawer speed, having a travel of 
approximately half that of the drawer. 
The main object of the present inven- 
25 tion is to provide a simple and robust con- 
struction which will give very satisfac- 
tory service and can be inexpensively 
produced, and with this end in view the 
invention comprises various detail im- 
30 provements in slides of this type. 

According to the invention, the inter- 
mediate slide carries at its loner end a 

Sivoted zoller to en^ge beneath an ugper 
ange of the associated fixed guide, and 
36 it a6o carries three pivoted rollers spaced 
along its length to engage upon (when the 
drawer is closed) a lower flange of the 
fixed guide, the drawer slide including 
upper and lower flanges of which the 
40 lower can engage upon (when the drawer 
is closed) the said three rollers, whilst the 
upper flange of the drawer slide engages 
beneath an intermediate wandering roUer 
(the rolling> movement of which is appro- 
45priately limited) which in turn engages 
beneath an upper flange of the inter- 
mediate slide. 

The invention further consists in a 
filing or like cabinet, of the type specified^ 



having drawer slide and intermediate 50 
slides arranged as aforesaid. 

In the accompanying drawing Figure 1 
IS an elevation, with portions shown in 
section, of a stationary guide for a filing 
Or like cabinet, of the progressive-open- 55 
ing type, fi.tted with an intermediate 
slide according to the invention 5 

Figure 2_ is an elevation of the inter- 
luediate elide alone; and 

Figure 3 is a cross-section of the guide, 60 
the intermediate slide and a drawer slide 
according to the invention, the section be- 
ing to a much larger scale than the ele- 
yational views of Figures 1 and 2 and be- 
ing taken on the line 3 — 3 of Figure 1. 65 

The drawing shows part of the cabinet 
wall at 11 to which is detachably secured 
a substantially horizontal guide l2'by any 
usual means. Thus, the cabinet wall may 
be formed with eyes or other indentations 70 
detachably to receive appropriate projec- 
tions foimed on the giiide 12, the latter 
then being secured in position as by 
means of a single rivet or screw. The 
guide may be formed from an appropriate 76 
length of steel strip by a rolling and /or 
pressing operation. 

Figure 3 also shows part of a drawer 
14. This is supported on opposite ^es 
by similar drawer slides 15 each of which 80 
has vertically spaced portions 16, 17 
secured to the adjacent parts of the 
drawer by welding, as indicated at 18, 
or in other ways. The portiona 16, 17 are 
spaced from one another by subatantiallj 05 
parallel upper and lower flanges 19, 20 
inte^ally joined by a strip portion 31 
which, for strengthening purposes, is 
folded-back on itself at 22. The drawer 
slide 16 is formed from an appropiiate QQ 
sheet-metal strip by a roUing and/ or pres- 
sing operation. 

Each of the drawer slides 15 is sup- 
ported by an intermediate slide 24 both . 
of which are similar to one another. Each 95 
has an upper flange 25 with a bent-back 
edge which extends along the main 
length of the sHde, and at the inner end ' 
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of the slide a relatively short flange por- 
tion 27 and, on the inner extremity, a 
slightly higher flange portion 28, which 
is perforated to enable a pivoted roller 29 

5 to extend through it and engage beneath 
an upper flange 30 ol the stationary 
guide 12. The flange 30 has a turned- 
down edge 31 which serves for maintain- 
ing the slide 24 within the guide 12. The 

10 guide also has an internal end flange 32 
Bmiting the inward movement of the 
slide 24- The outwardly sliding motion 
of '^b-^ slidp 24 is limited by the edge 35 
of the flange 28 engaging against a stop 

15 34 pressed down from the flange 30 of the 
guide 12. 

The flange 25 and turned-back edge 26 
of the slide 24 are set slightly forward 
relatively to the plane of the main wall 
20 30, as indicated at 37, and this set- 
forward portion is provided with a set- 
back groove 38 with which coaots a cen- 
tral, conical projection 39 on a floating ox 
wandering roller 40 which is thereby 
25 located so as to be capable of movement 
between stops 41, 41 pressed in from the 
turned-back edge 26. The floating roller 
40 engages upon the npper flange 19 of 
the drawer slide 15 and beneath tie npper 
30 flange 25 of the intermediate sU'de, and 
when, the drawer is pushed fully into the 
cabinet the inner end of the npper flange 
19 of the drawer slide additionally 
engages beneath the roller 29, 
35 The intermediate sHde 24 is also pro- 
vided with a lower flange 4S having a 
tumed-back edge 44, and the latter and 
the main portion 36 carry pivot pins for 
three rollers 45, 46 and 47 which are 
40 spaced alonjy its length and which eiK- 
tend throiiijh openings in the flang[e 43 to 
engage a lower flange 48 fast with the 
guide 12, the lowet flange "having a 
turned-back edge 49 fop- lateral locating 
45 purposes. , tj 

For a given size of guides and slides 
the roller 45 is conveniently of a diameter 
of 1 1 /32", the rollers 29 and 46 each of 
a diameter of 1 Vl'i^' i.e., slightly 
50 larger thnn the roller 45, and the roller 47 
of a diameter 1". i^©-, slightly smaller 
than the roller 45. - 

The roller 46 coacts with the wander^ 
ing roller 40 for the support of the 
55 drawer slide 15 when the drawer is not 
fully closed, and for this purpose the 
roller 46 has clearance on its pivot pin* 

Assuming that the drawer is closed, 
when it is pulled out the .weight of the 
60 drawer is initially taken by all three 
rollers 45 to 47 engaging the underside of 
the lower flange 20 of the drawer slide 15, 
and the drawer slide is prevented from 
tilting by engaging the wandering roller 
65 40, as aforesaid. When the drawer is 



fully out the inner end of the drawer 
slide 15 is still engraged between the 
rollers 40, 46. It will be observed that 
the roller 40 is substantia Uy co-pl=anar 
with the supporting rollers 45, 46 and 47, 70 
and in this way any sharing action is 
avoided. 

The intermediate slide moves simul- 
taneously outwardly when the drawer is 
pulled out at approximately half the 75 
speed of the drawer, and it has appro:si- 
matcly half th© travel of the drawer. That 
is to say, its stop, formed by the edge 
33, engages the stop 34 just as a 
stop (nut sliown) near ttie inner end ot the 80 
drawer engages a pivoted stop 51 on the 
intermediate slide, the drawer stop pass- 
ing above the flange 30. If the dra-wer is 
to be fully removed^ i.e., detached, the 
pivoted stop 51 is raised by depression of 90 
its tail 52 to allow the drawer stop to pass 
beneath. If it be desired to remove the 
intermediate slide, then it is only neces- 
sary to raise the outer, end of .the inter- 
mediate slide thereby to depress the edge 85 
33 below the stop .34. 

It is usual practice to provide qross- 
members engaging .tEe two intermediate 
slides 24 associated with each drawer. 
- The lower guide , flange 48 is shown as 96 
having, a slight depression 54 positioned 
to receive the intermediate roller when 
the drawer is fully closed, thereby lightly 
to locate the drawer in .tne closed 
position. . _ 100 

It -will be observed that by the inven- 
tion three main parts, mainly, the guide 
12 and the two slides 15 and .24,. are all 
formed. from metal strip, as . by.-a press- 
ing or rolling operation,. , and that . iiQ 105 
welding is necessai^,. in-iJonj5eq.ueiLQe^.pf 
which their production caao. be carried out 
very Economically. The guide 12, as 
stated, can be.^detachably secured to the 
cabinet wall and the intermediate slides. 110 
then entered into the associated' . guides 
and the drawer slides, . secured to the 
drawer, into .the intermediate slides, by 
which means assembly can be quicldy 
efi[ected. .115 
The parts move very freely and can be 
. made very robust so that . long life is 
..thus assured. 
, Having now particularly described and 
ascertained the nature of our said inyen* 120 
tion and in j^hat manner the s&me is to 
be performed, we declare ihat what we 
claino. is: — • . 

1.. For a filing or like cabinet of the 
progressive-opening type, - and." " inter- 126 
mediate slide carrying at its inner end a • 
pivoted roller to engage beneath an upper 
flange of the associated fixed giiidei and 
also carrying three pivoted rollers spaced 
along its length , to. engage upon.- (whea.130 
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the drawer is closed) a lower Range of 
the fixed gruido. the drawer slide includ- 
ing upper and lower flanges of which the 
lower can en^ag^e upon (when the drawer 

5 is closed) the said three rolljers, whilst 
the npper flange of the drawer slide 
engages beneath an intermediate wander- 
ing roller (the rolling movement of which 
appropriately limited) which in *urn 

10 engages beneath an upper fliange of the 
intermediate slide. 

2. For a filing or like cabinet of the 
progressive-opening type, an inter- 
mediate slide arranged substantially 

15 OS described with reference to the accom- 
panying drawings. 



3. A filing or like cabinet of the pro- 
•greasive-openijLg type hsivijag an iaiH]er- 
mediat-e slide arraziged according to 
Claim 1 or 2. 20 

4. A filing or like cabinet of the pro- 
gressive-openinff type, in which the 
drawer slide is arranged subatantiarlly as 
described with reference to the ax»)om- 
pany drawings. 26 

Dated this 30th day of Septemb^, 1947. 

WALFOBD & HARDMAjST BBQWF. 

Chartered Patent Agents^ 
Roslyn Chambers, 47, Warwick Boad, 
Coventry, Warwickshiire. 
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